Introduction
In this paper I discuss indefinite pronouns (e.g., 'somebody', 'something') in Iliatenco Me'phaa. 1, 2 (1) mbá tsi ni'-t-á mbá
AFF.INDF REL COMPL.AFF-write-3SG.AN AFF.INDF
'Someone wrote something' Me'phaa is of typological interest because it possesses a rare type of indefinite system, based on the numeral 'one' (Haspelmath 1997:29) . After attending to background, I present the morphological system and some syntactic properties of indefinite pronouns in the language. I show that while indefinite pronouns in Iliatenco Me'phaa are unique typologically, the overall paradigm still preserves a feature that is common crosslinguistically: the encoding of a person vs. non-person distinction through the use of numeral based and whbased indefinites.
Background
Me'phaa (also known as "Tlapanec") is a member of the Otomanguean language family and consists of about eight distinct varieties spoken by approximately 100,000 people in eastern Guerrero, Mexico (INEGI 2005) .
3 In addition to this, some Me'phaa speakers reside in the U.S. Since June 2010, I have been working with Me'phaa consultants in the U.S. who are from the Iliatenco municipality of Guerrero.
4
The Me'phaa language is severly underdocumented. There is one detailed description of the morphophonology of the Malinaltepec variety (Carrasco Zúñiga 2006) and a few descriptive papers of varying lengths (e.g., Suárez 1988; Weathers 1976, among others Haspelmath (1997) presents a typological survey of indefinite pronoun systems. Morphologically, he identifies three kinds of systems. "Ontological category-based" indefinites delineate a series that is structured around a set of basic ontological category nouns (e.g., "person," "place," "thing," etc.). Second, "interrogative-based" indefinite pronouns are those that are either homophonous with or built from wh-expressions. This type is the most common cross-linguistically. Finally, the least common type of indefinite pronoun series is "'one'-based," which is built from the numeral 'one.' Examples from English can serve to illustrate each type:
Typology of Indefinite Pronouns
Ontological category Interrogative Numeral 'one' (3) a. some-body c. some-where e. some-one b. some-thing d. some-how In cases like (3e) where 'one'-based indefinites are used, they commonly pattern as exceptions that correspond to the ontological category "person" (Haspelmath 1997:183-184) . However, Iliatenco Me'phaa exhibits the opposite pattern for indefinite pronouns, wherein: (a) 'one'-based indefinites are more typical, while (b) the person category is derived differently (interrogative-based).
Indefinite Pronouns in Iliatenco
Me'phaa Bare nouns are often ambiguous with regard to specificity (4a). If mbá 'one' is added then the noun is interpreted as indefinite (4b). (4) 'Peter read a book' That the numeral 'one' is the base for the indefinite article is not surprising given that indefinite articles are frequently grammaticalized forms of the numeral 'one' cross-linguistically (Haspelmath 1997:29; Givón 1981). 5 Similarly, as Table 1 shows, 'one' is the primary base for indefinite pronouns in Iliatenco Me'phaa. The lexical items in this table illustrate that, with exceptions from the ontological category "person," there is no correlation between wh-elements and indefinite pronouns. Instead, as with the indefinite article, the numeral mbá 'one' is the derivational base for the indefinite pronouns meaning 'something' (5) and 'somewhere': (5) Pedro ni-guxn-o mbá Pedro COMPL.AFF-read-3SG.AN AFF.INDF 'Peter read something' Non-person subject numeral indefinites occur with the existential rígá and a relative clause (6a). However, without the existential, the sentence is ungrammatical, suggesting a subject-object asymmetry for non-person indefinites that is common cross-linguistically (Haspelmath 1997:214-218 Haspelmath (1997:193-200) outlines four principal syntactic means of expressing negated indefinites. Iliatenco Me'phaa utilizes the following two types for negating indefinites: (a) verbal negation plus (ordinary) indefinite, and (b) verbal negation plus 'negative indefinite.' In Iliatenco Me'phaa, a greater amount of neutralization occurs in the negative category of Me'phaa indefinites, collapsing the ontological categories "person", "thing", and "place" (see Table 1 ).
Negative Indefinites
'One'-based negative indefinites in Iliatenco Me'phaa are morphologically complex, and are formed by adding the prefix ni-to the numeral base. Moreover, they co-occur with verbal negation obligatorily. (7) SV IO DO 'Mary didn't send a letter to anyone' However, some indefinites have a more restricted distribution than ordinary DPs, for example, mbá cannot appear as a sentence-initial subject without an existential (6a-b).
6. Interrogative-Based Indefinites Indefinite pronoun forms belonging to the category "person" are interrogative-based. The "person" category appears to be the only one in Iliatenco Me'phaa that includes interrogative-based simple indefinite pronouns. Wh-movement is obligatory; wh-elements are illicit in situ:
(11) a. tsá ni-xn-u Juan b. *ni-xn-u tsá Juan who COMPL.AFF-hit-3SG.AN John COMPL.AFF-hit-3SG.AN who John 'Who hit John?' (Intended: 'Who hit John?') The wh-question and indefinite expression are ambiguous when tsá 'who?/someone' is used sentence-initially. Accordingly, (11a) may also mean 'someone hit John' ([11b] , however, is out under this reading, as well).
Like regular DPs, the interrogative-based indefinite tsá 'someone' and the negative indefinite nimbá 'no one' appear sentence-finally as object indefinites:
(12) Maria ni-xn-u tsá Mary COMPL.AFF-hit-3SG who 'Mary hit someone'
